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FEDERAL POLICE RESOURCES – WA: DOWN 10% - QUEENSLAND: UP 30% 
 
Western Australia’s ability to fight organised crime has been dealt another debilitating blow by the 
Rudd Government, with savage cuts to the number of AFP officers in the State.  
 
Data obtained by WA Senator Mathias Cormann revealed the number of AFP officers in WA has 
been slashed by nearly 10 per cent in 12 months – the largest cut of any State. 
 
“AFP numbers in WA declined from 106 to 96 in the Rudd Government’s first year of office, whilst 
overall numbers have increased by 8 per cent, or more than 200 officers, nationally” Senator 
Cormann said. 
  
“At the same time as imposing cuts in WA, the number of AFP officers in the Prime Minister’s home 
state of Queensland has been boosted by a staggering 30 per cent,” he said. 
 
This follows revelations last December that the Rudd Government had halved the number of 
Australian Crime Commission Intelligence Analysts in Western Australia. 
 
“The Rudd government seems to think that major crime stops at Eucla,” Senator Cormann said. 
 
“Western Australia has the fastest growing population of any State in Australia. 
 
“Queensland’s population is also growing and it gets a 30 per cent increase in AFP resources – how 
can the Rudd Government then justify a 10 per cent cut to Western Australia? 
 
“Apart from Queensland being the Prime Minister’s home state, there is a State election coming up 
with an incumbent Labor Government in trouble. 
 
 “The Rudd Government should stop playing politics with the resourcing of the AFP, and ensure the 
fight against organised crime in WA, including drug trafficking, people smuggling, fraud, high tech 
crimes and money laundering is properly resourced. 
 
“Proper resourcing of both the AFP and the Australian Crime Commission in WA is essential if 
Australia’s crime fighting efforts are to be effective in confronting the scourge of national and trans-
national crime.” 
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