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What about the winnable war on drugs 

Prime Minister? 
 

 
 

Kevin Rudd needs to commit to the ‘war on drugs’, Shadow Parliamentary 
Secretary for Health Administration Mathias Cormann said today. 

 
“In his first year in office the Prime Minister has been leading a ‘war’ on just 
about everything,” Senator Cormann said. “Why is it then that his Government 
has abandoned the critically important war on drugs?” he asked. 

 
“More than a year after the release of the comprehensive House of 
Representatives Committee report “The winnable war on drugs – The impact 
of illicit drug use on families” the Rudd Government still has not provided any 
response to the Parliament,” Senator Cormann said. 

 
“In the Government’s propaganda paper on its first year in office the battle 
faced by too many families against the enemy of drug abuse hardly rates a 
mention. The time for more Committees and reviews on the challenge of drug 
abuse is over. This is the time to make decisions and take action.  

 
“We need decisions focused on winning the war, not on helping the enemy 
gain more strength. 

 
“The story in today’s Daily Telegraph is a shocking demonstration of how a 
completely misguided harm minimisation approach by Labor in NSW is 
failing young people and their families. 

 
“Our children don’t need lessons on how to use harmful and illicit drugs. They 
need to get the clear message that drugs are bad,” Senator Cormann said. 

 
“Of course we have to provide effective treatment to anyone with a drug 
problem – but it should never ever be done in a way that normalises drug use. 
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“Any parent would be shocked and horrified to read the advice that has been 
circulated to children in NSW schools, including comments such as: 

 
• If you don’t already have a reliable dealer, try to find one and stick with them;  
• When you’re using a new batch (of speed) only try a little at first - you can 

always use the rest later if you need to.  
• Budget for food, rent and bills BEFORE you spend money on drugs; 
• Don’t buy drugs on credit; 
• Avoid (?) dealing speed or other drugs. 

 
“It is time the Prime Minister showed some national leadership on this.  

 
“Teaching 14 year old kids how to use illicit drugs is just outrageous. This is 
another ‘harm minimisation’ booklet that should be pulped immediately! 

 
“I look forward to meeting with Darren Marton, the founder of the ‘Drugs - 
No-Way’ campaign in Canberra on Wednesday, along with Ms Bronwyn 
Bishop, who chaired the House of Representatives Inquiry into Illicit Drugs 
last year,” Senator Cormann said. 
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